x                                 PREFACE

Defence. My article was written under con-
siderable pressure within a period of twenty-
four hours, just as the Quarterly was going to
press, and I had not then the leisure, which I have
subsequently enjoyed, of going through all my
records of conversation with Lord Morley on the
subject, while the remarkable letter now published
in Chapter I. and other letters were not then before
me. And in view of all this, I am unable to accept
Lord Haldane's view that Lord Morley's attitude
is to be explained away as that of a querulous old
man with a failing memory. His memory, like
all his faculties except his hearing, was, indeed,
extraordinarily good during the period in which
he both wrote and spoke to me on this subject, in
other words during the years 1914-1920 ; it was
only in the last two or three years that it began to
fail. The conclusion I have come to is that there
is a great deal more to be said for Lord Morley's
position than is commonly supposed*

So much will be apparent in the first three
chapters of the present book. Lord Morley, ad
I have there pointed out, felt very keenly on the
subject, and spoke very strongly of the way in which
he had been, as he considered, misled by certain
of his colleagues- This inevitably raised personal
issues, and, in view of the fact that nearly all Lord
Morley's colleagues have been, or are, busy in
publishing to the world their own pleas of justi-
fication and, hastily anticipating the appearance of
the devil's advocate whom only posterity can brief,
entering judgment for themselves on the ground of
posterity's non-appearance, I do not think they can